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AFullLife

SalatuSule

(InmemoryofAishaBridget-AnneLemunéeHoney:
Oct141940–Jan052019)

Ican’tremembertheexactmomentImetHajia,asshe

wasgenerallyknownontheI.E.T.compound,butquite

alongtimebeforethenIhadmetherthroughher

books.IwasinprimaryschoolwhenIstumbledupon

thebookonseerahwhichwasinmydad’scollectionof

booksinhisroom.Iwasboredandhadnothingelseto

dosoIsatdownontheprayerruginmydad’sroom

andwassoonlostinthestoryofamanwhosefather

diedbeforehewasbornandwhosemotherpassed

awaywhenhewasonlysix.Thereweresketchesinthe

bookwhichmademe,sittingthereinmydad’sroom

withthebookopenbeforeme,trytoimaginewhatacaravanofcamelswaslike

andhow itfelttotravelthroughthedesert.Thisbookonseerahwasmyfirst

encounterwiththehistoryoftheProphet(peacebeuponhim).

WhenIstartedworkingwithNewHorizonsCollege,sheintroducedmetoIslamic

Perspectives,asubjectshedesigned;shecheckedmylessonplanswhenIjust

startedteachingandshowedmehowtodoitwell.Sheaskedmetojoinanother

teacherinmanagingtheSingingClub;shewouldcome

forrehearsals and give feedback on how wellthe

studentsweresinging.ShealsotaughtusaChinese

song;Istillsee the transliteration in her distinct

handwriting.Ihavemanysuchpicturesinmymental

slide-showofHajia:Hajiastridingdowntheschoolblock

corridor;sittingquietlyinacorneroftheclassobservingateacheratwork;

attendingstaffmeetings;planningmajorschooleventssuchastheSpeechand

Prize Day,Inter-house sports,entrance examinations and Open Day;sitting

togetherattheeidprayerground;exchanginggreetingsinFrenchorGerman,

Hajiacorrectingmypronunciationof‘Je’,theFrenchwordfor‘I’.
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Lateron,Ibecameherdaughter-in-law.Shewasstill‘Hajia’tome,theninthelast

monthofherlife,shebecame‘mummy’.From theselateryears,Ihaveimagesof

HajiachattingwithfamilyduringfamilylunchonSundays;greeting‘eidmubarak’

onthemorningofeidday;enjoyingthegamesputupbythefamilyattheeid

eveningpartyinhersittingroom;Hajiabakingcookiesinherkitchen;Hajia

chattingwithmeaboutlife,theschool,booksandmoviesinherroom oronher

backverandah;drivingtothesupermarket;planningfortheweekendliteracy

programmeforalmajiraiandchildrenfrom economicallydisadvantagedhomes

whichsheinitiated;sayingto someoneshedisagreedwith‘Nalie…’witha

mischievoussmilebecauseshedidn’tspeakPidginand‘Nalie’saidinherBritish

accentwasveryfunny;dancingwithherdaughtersi.e.herdaughter-by-birthand

thewomenwholovedherandsobecameher‘daughters’;sittingunderthe

mangotreeinherbackgardenadmiringthesplashofcolourfrom flowersin

bloom…somanymemoriesofalifebeautifullylived.

Alotofheractivitiessloweddowninthelastfewyearsbutthe

yearsofhealth,vigourandworkfarexceedthoseofoldage

andillness,especiallyintermsofthefull-heartednessofher

efforts.This always calls to my mind the hadith ‘Take
advantageoffivebeforefive:youryouthbeforeyouroldage,
yourhealthbeforeyourillness,yourfreetimebeforeyour
preoccupation,yourwealthbeforeyourpovertyandyourlife

beforeyourdeath.’

Shewasagentleandhumbleperson,persistentwhensomethinggoodneededto

bedone,believinginpossibilities,readytoletpeopledream bigandtrynew

things.Shehadafulllife,enrichedbyherpositiveactionsandbeautifulcharacter.

Shewasabeautifulhumanbeing.

MayAllah’slightandblessingsbeuponher.


